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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1, 3-11, and 13-14 are pending in this application and presented for 
examination. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 9/8/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

3. As to claim 1, Applicant argues Sugano fails to disclose extracting "a part of 
information of watcher clients." Applicant contents that instead Sugano discloses "the new 
identifier of the first client is notified to all recipients to which the UIO of the first client was 
sent in the past." 

Applicant's arguments are based on Sugano not disclosing notifying a subset of the 
recipients. However, the newly amended text does not require a subset of recipients be 
notified. Rather, the next merely requires extracting "a part of information of watcher 
clients." In other words, Applicant's argument is based on a part of the watcher clients (i.e., a 
subset of the plurality of watcher clients), whereas the text merely describes "a part of 
information of watcher clients." The part of information may be seen as extracting a piece of 
information from each of the watcher clients. This is done in Sugano as information 
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"corresponding to receiving users who previously received a corresponding transmitted UIO" 
must be extracted in order to determine who has previously been contacted and therefore 
must be sent the updated UIO (as disclosed, at least in part, by the section cited by Applicant 
of Col. 18, In. 10-14 and the section cited by Examiner in Col. 18, In. 65 - Col. 19, In. 2). 
Accordingly, nothing in the claim precludes the notification of all recipients. Rather, the text 
merely requires a part of information of each watcher client being extracted. 

4. As to claim 4, Applicant argues Sugano fails to disclose "extracting at least one of a 
plurality of watcher clients of the first client based on the notification history, and deciding 
to be one or more identifier notification recipients." Applicant states, "In contrast, Sugano 
discusses transmitting updates based on all recipients of the UIOs." 

Again, the Examiner maintains that the language of the claim does not preclude all 
recipients from being notified. Sugano discloses extracting information on which recipients 
have previously received a corresponding UIO (i.e., a notification history) and deciding the 
recipients are to identifier notification recipients (Col. 18, In. 10-14). Nothing in the claim 
eliminates all recipients from being notified, as notifying the group of all recipients would be 
"at least one of the recipients and "one or more identifier notification recipients." In other 
words, the claim is directed to at least one, but does not state the at least one cannot be the 
entire group. 
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Furthermore, even the group corresponding to users in the network who have 
previously received a corresponding UIO is itself a subset of the entire group of users in the 
network who have and have not received the corresponding UIO. 

5. The remaining claims are argued solely based upon the arguments presented for claim 
1 and therefore the rejections are maintained in light of the Examiner's disagreement over 
the allowability of claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1, 3-11, and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Sugano 
et al. (Sugano), U.S. Patent No. 6,205,478 Bl. 

8. As to claim 1, Sugano discloses a client administration method of administering a 
group of clients (Abstract, In. 1-3), each client providing presence information (Col. 7, In. 47- 
49), the method comprising: 
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accepting a setting of presence information of the clients including a first client, and 
storing the presence information on a client by client basis (Col. 7, In. 40-43 and 47-49; Col. 
19, In. 2-6); 

storing a watcher list for each of clients in the clients group (Col. 24, In. 37-43; Col. 
27, In. 55-66; Col. 29, In. 20-23 and 34-36), the watcher list correlating at least one identifier 
of a watcher client with an identifier of a client owning the watcher list (Col. 16, In. 28-30; 
Col. 24, In. 37-43; Col. 27, In. 55-66; Col. 29, In. 20-23 and 34-36), each watcher client being 
provided with the presence information of a client owning the watcher list (Col. 18, In. 65 - 
Col. 19, In. 2; Col. 24, In. 37-43; Col. 27, In. 55-66; Col. 29, In. 20-23 and 34-36); 

accepting a change of an identifier of the first client (Fig. 2, item 7; Col. 19, In. 12-25); 

extracting a part of information of watcher clients of the first client to be one or more 
identifier notification recipients according to the change of the identifier of the first client 
(Fig. 2, item 7; Col. 19, In. 12-25; Col. 23, In. 36-43); 

replacing, in a watcher list of the first client, an old identifier of the first client with a 
new identifier, and replacing identifiers of all watcher clients with one or more identifiers of 
the extracted notification recipients (Col. 22, In. 19-22; Col. 24, In. 37-43; Col. 27, In. 55-66; 
Col. 29, In. 20-23 and 34-36), and 

transmitting a new identifier of the first client to one or more identifier notification 
recipients identified in said extracting (Col. 22, In. 6-18; Col. 23, In. 36-43). 
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9. As to claim 3, Sugano discloses storing identifiers of subscriber clients so that each 
subscriber client is associated with at least one client that provides the presence information 
thereto, the subscriber client being provided with the presence information of at least one 
client of the clients group (Col. 7, In. 47-49; Col. 16, In. 28-30; Col. 18, In. 65-67; Col. 19, In. 
1-2; Col. 27, In. 55-66); and 

extracting a client to be an identifier notification recipient, the client being both a 
watcher client of the first client and a subscriber client of the first client (Col. 23, In. 36-43). 

10. As to claim 4, Sugano discloses notifying the first client's watcher client of new 
presence information according to the setting of the presence information (Col. 7, In. 47-49; 
Col. 26, In. 12-41); 

storing a notification history of the presence information (Col. 9, In. 25-29; Col. 22, 
In. 65-67; Col. 23, In. 1-3); and 

said extracting including extracting at least one of a plurality of watcher clients of the 
first client based on the notification history, and deciding to be one or more identifier 
notification recipients (Col. 18, In. 10-14; Col. 19, In. 12-25; an update notification is 
transmitted to each of the user terminals corresponding to receiving users who previously 
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received a corresponding transmitted UIO; transmitting based on previous recipients is an 
extraction step based on notification history). 

11. As to claim 5, Sugano discloses administering distribution of text messages exchanged 
between the clients (Fig. 3; Col. 21, In. 39-48); 

storing a distribution history of distributed text messages (Fig. 3; Fig. 4; Col. 9, In. 25- 
29; Col. 18, In. 10-14; Col. 22, In. 65-67; Col. 23, In. 1-3); and 

said extracting including extracting at least one of a plurality of watcher clients of the 
first client based on the distribution history, and deciding to be one or more identifier 
notification recipients (Col. 18, In. 10-14; transmitting based on previous recipients is an 
extraction step based on distribution history). 

12. As to claim 6, Sugano discloses said storing of the presence information of the clients 
includes associating the presence information with an access level, the access level limiting 
notification recipients of the presence information of the clients (Col. 19, In. 63-67; Col. 20, 
In. 1-15); 

the access level of each watcher client (Col. 19, In. 63-67; Col. 20, In. 1-5) is stored; 

and 
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a portion of a plurality of watcher clients of the first client is determined to be the 
identifier notification recipients based on the access level of each watcher client (Col. 20, In. 
30-61; Level 5 users are not issued a UIO and no items are accessible). 

13. As to claim 7, Sugano discloses transmitting display data for displaying the change of 
the identifier of the first client to one or more identifier notification recipients (Col. 25, In. 
19-36). 

14. As to claim 8, Sugano discloses transmitting attribute information related to the 
change of the identifier of the first client to one or more identifier notification recipients 
(Fig. 3; Col. 22, In. 6-18). 

15. As to claim 9, Sugano discloses accepting registration of the attribute information 
(Col. 22, In. 19-22). 

16. As to claims 10-11 and 13-14, the claims are rejected for reasons similar to claim 1 
above. 



Conclusion 
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17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See the Notice of References Cited (PTO-892). 

18. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. 
In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this final action. 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRIAN P. WHIPPLE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1244. The examiner can normaUy be reached on Mon-Fri (1 1:30 AM to 6:00 PM EST). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thu Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-6967. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 

applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 

for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 

about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 

to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 

(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 

access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 

571-272-1000. 

Brian P. Whipple 
/B. P. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2452 
11/15/09 



/THU NGUYEN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2452 



